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TURKEY

Turkish delights

A real impetus in events infrastructure has seen Turkey keen to take an ever larger slice of international
meetings business. Rochalle Long investigates.

urkey, and copiiel Ishanbul in
| particular, ticks the boxes far monmy
comfereroe organisers. The

cecasshilty thot comes froen bridoing Asio
and Eurape brings with it the culhusd @ochet
ol Enst mosting Wesl. (15 fich and exatic
hishey, combines with the buez, nightide
ard coméaris of o cosmopoliton city, wilh
wisaaes, bazoars ond baih Fouses
bakareed by bors, restourares and he
presenca al nunrsious high-=nd
irtemoticral botel dnoirs and redaders,

Wehil= it hos bean increasingly embraced
@k ¢ leteuine toursm destination, recer
develapments. o saen [sbanbiud preseming
fisatt as o ‘Congress Metropolis’, thonks to
sormeE mjor indnasiructure investment

Istarbul Cormeerticn & Yisitars Bureou
gengral monoger Hondan Boyce motes that
iri thee lost Free paoes, Isbanbil hos bean
siendly moving up in ihe renking of top
crmveniticn cifles of the workd, “aoconding Ta
0T 2007 ssatistics, Istonbul toak its
morsition os V9t city omang woddeios
destinatiors with e reimbor of assodotion
congresses it hosied. We arn 10 plooe
okt in the top fee, in the yeors hallowing
the completion of add@ional corentian
irdragiriachung.”

The kinggin of 1his corstruction is the
Cangre=s Vilksy devedopmaent, scheduled tor

comgbetion in 27, Recent deselaprienis
s s The Istanbul Corraraien B
Exhibition Canbes {ICEC) linked wp by 0
pedasirian compus B ar ctooor
ornphitheates, tha CCR Istonbud concert hall,
and the Hiltlon Halel and Canvention
Cianber

& further rure gospmmera-furded L0
%157 rnillion conwention certer with an
auditerium for 3,500 peaple ard wanaus
mieeting roars wil alko be ereched on site in
tirme 1o et fes] wear's Inbemotionol
Mongtary Furd and Waodd Bonk Foum. The
riew demspbaprient will edend the meeting
capacty im Congress Wollay fo 30,000
peophe ooross 0 range of venues within
wilking dstonoe

Furihermore, Sinlice Cararfion Cenier
ra=ar the Golden Harn, is another rew
canber with o capacity of 3,000 people,
which will apen s doors far the frst time
with Warld Waler Forum 200% in March,

&, furthiar 700:roam katel and 3,000-
peErsan carseriann oenter is espected 10
apen Inthe Bomont area by 30, ond, on
thee Asien sade, the noew Vioport Cluthe
Shapping Cerser will includa o five.star botel
arel anaxhition ond comsanlion Cerlern

Bewre mays: “We hivee been soying har 1hsa
lnst five pears that lstanbul nesded biggen,
axbenided fnclifics for congreses and

ehibiifirs, Mo we will bove apgians and
chipices

“ktambal Is an appecling destindtion tor
baith comporabe onid ossaciation evwents The
city 1 0 hub for imternatiaral firmnce, trade,
cducotion and ruany cther sechars ared
irveastars. Mational ssccintians ore keen o
bt irternotknal ewents fore as 1hey benetit
tram the recer developments in meating
sty In terms of mlrasinacure,
experience ond public suppert 10 matings
= wel as deslopments in the acadernic
arerd.”

This year ik ity hos hasted mestngs for
cliants o varsd a3 the Inkemationol Eoad
Trarspor Linion, the World Hemaphiio
Congress, the Irrterraticnal Cangress o
Wirology, and the Weoekd Congress an
Arcountirg) Hisiprons.

Challenges and oppartunitios
Beoyoa Haghlights tha irernotianal vigile
Ak o starbul are 6 the Inoeose, up
20 per et i 2007 to moee than &4
srallin wshors. “In 2, 1k prediction is
that Istankeil will bipst 7.5 o B milion
sisitces. The first sevar mgnths of 2004
alreach shosws an increase of 14 per ceni
campared to 2007 first soven manthe”
Byyewr adds that Estenbul’s position os
2010 Europaon Capital of Culure wil

The rich ond nenkic Brtacy & 1sigaiel
cambines with the comdorts &l &
eosmuopolitan cify emd ineérgasing esenks
inlraskrecriing 1o create o mesbiagk

destanpiinn en tha rise




TURKEY

Il

rainfarce ond enhare thi diy’s repuilicn
and "dl;l!rlilﬁl:r will rmoke o Eosithie
contributian o the premotian ond Lrarding
al tha city®

On the growd, All Erdemn, direster
[operatinns] af exhibilicn, congress and
epmnt Kagstics sordice provider ExpalOGIST
Led, ogres=s with tha positive trermd i evanis.

“leaarihid b o very pogndor destinotian tor
medical congrassas. Also marry CorpenThe
graps are sebscfing |saniul as o
Cestinaicn for thal internaticral meeting or
cents [Ingel, Microcolt, Cooa Colo et bn
odditan ey mane mesetirgs and
croetferenoes of infermational urions arl
sacialios are goirg bo e held in Istanbul,
such os MATC ard OECD meetivge”

Erderm soys recen| davalapmertts n hibol
inverstrnent b helped oddiess proviows
Issuips gver emiuiing bedspoce tor Both
|sigiane torinsts ard londe Congross Qroups

Boyoe nobes the ciy's hote| infrosinechune,
cursgrithy at more than 50,000 rooms, i sel
to b by an odditonal 200 000 by 20100

Ax posiiive as the developments ane,
Turkery s challenges b overcone in the
shope af the irsemotiaral fnondal crisls
which miry see mesting plonrers batten
dram the hisiches on budgets onad
intemntianal trisel; ard recent teoir
ireitienis wihlch may mise seounily questiars
omearg mong coaticus planners,

Tha IOWE's Bayee adirits “the cumren
global eeonomic shudtion will evenfually
affact the cvermall bouwism Industre, markye
rmidterer business. On the eorpornate ard
Ietsuine side, like any city, we may feel if, bt
1 am ghod 10 sy thot we conlinie foreceive
furture rresding requests far the city”

Sl painks oo 8 nceasing regioma Co-
apenian s o meons of mitigating the
rrpact of the economic orisis, niting tha
ryediterranean chapser of 1004 was working
hard ba promces the region m o whole

Beyend Istanbul

O course, Turkey doas not end in lslonbul
ard o rurber af cfies gne row making
rittial steps to alteect the luoofe Duesress
st

The couiry's copiiol Ankom las et o
et Ik e poemeerilion bureou but the
meedigs hardware is on the nonoose.

CED of peodassionnl corderence arganiser
Saranas Tounsm, Musiols Gurbuz, sovs
there gre fw few Cormeenticn CAMRS under
corstruction: one by iha dMunicipolity; ard
the oiber by Ankara Chamiber ol
Cammerce, which & planned o bove o
capecity of up o 3,00 peeple. He notes
she capibal's Hiken, Sherotan ornd Bikerd
nptals all have corderence copabilifies ok

While niot a preferred incemtiva destination,
Apkara is popuiar for governmerrol

mestngs ol medical meeticgs, with the
riarnber af campoenale maectings alss
inorensing, ha says

At Serenos we do onound sw b eght
meelirgs par year in Ankoen, which
corresponds 1o 10 per cent of aur botal
vt of 76 ta 30 maatings per year”

Gurbruz notes the major cholienge the
copitol fooes i limied direct Fighls, with
mast fravellers amfeing vio Istanbul

Turkey's ihied largest citg, ki formed it
o cansenbon bureou in 2007 ond, Bopos
serys, s jied with Istonbad in o nurmber of

rde shows ard imemotionol wirkshops 1o
push o maatings busTwss

Meparhile, consial rescet region Aniako
prosades 0 strang ‘oomcente’ drow thnks
to the attrectices af the Medibermarsan
cost, and hos its fwn comverticon buredu i
place which pramobes the destination’s ke
hiotel-based cordanence otfering

‘While no dedicoted angonbation exixis af a
national leved presenly so co-ordinote effarts
gl drive cormverlicn business o Tury,
Boyes rofes that it mioy wall be an opfion -
and an opporturity - in the futuee,
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