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Top performer
Google voted best company
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General Motors freezes $2.1bn media spend as major job cuts loom
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Lioyds boosts Gilbert's role Marketing chief to take on HBOS brands
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Will it be Smith? JWT poised to pick ceo replacement for Alison Burns




special report

Emerging markets

are mod nlvways as velinhbo, You peed
A pArtner 1o work with in the
destination, so e abwiys wark
with a destinad ion manapenent
coitpny Bt will be a bienl contact
that knows wihat worlss and

whal deesn't,”

Many emerging reononles
which lave built up a strong
Indusirinl base lave also grown
intn pmerghng cennomies far the
ovents inlustries. Hospitality ancd
entertamment vemsns have Frown
araind the corporane
Infrastriseture 1 support the swrge
of corparate gests to these
oductiom hotspots.

Chris Carter at agency SMP says
this ks parily desws 1o where the
company cliovses bo host its evenes
“For i technology company that 13
Launching & new product, It may bo

imperative io have tse ability o me
infaren the features bohibnd the key
wferbing at thir head office. Hosting
Lt event on-sdie will provide an
apportwity o mest and grect the
cuie feam balibd the new desken or
o soe the Mctory where the prodoes
15 being meade,” e sy,

EXPERIENGE IN THE FIELD

Ot the ather kand if & company
wants b demensirnie best in class
vetail marlating, a Feld visit by
stakehiolders From different regions
will alkow them to experience how
their counierparts operaie i a
sobecbed market. “This will enpble
thie comipanbes to hast raining
avenis when: there can be a visihle
benchmark, showeasing a cobietent
clirectbon sn whare the firm intonds
o g in the future, ™ says Carter,

When sebecting an eveni,
COERies must eep in mind
peETEpin, acoessihility, focos and
the message thoy Intend to sond as
a result of the event, he says.

Meanwhile, somse nultinationals
UsE exprriances in emerging
destinations as n comblned teaining
and incentive programmae,
Experiontial compnny Jack Maorton
Worldwhile has orgonised evonts
i [dim for Fhilkps, where the
CHMPANY Look senior executives
and gave them tasks te enrry
aut and then report back to the
mEAnagement team. “They created
simething bevand just a primary
auperkence, thay got people put of
the ardinary rus of things and ged
them thinking and talking ™ spys
Jdack Morton creative directos
Simon Lethbridgn, He adds thad

cotnpanics are loeking for
increasingly exotic locatkons o
take hundreds of theic stadT on
ineontive trips.

Howeves, this can spark a viclous
circle where tlie nexe year an even
more gxotic ication 18 veguired, he
davs While many places such as
Manrithes or the Maldives are
rapklly building lfrastrsehme
for corparate enbertainkng, e
iz m bt to the numabers of
executiens whi can be taloen
o thers,

But thare 15 Boe limit an the
imngineatbon of the organisers of
Incentive trips, conferences amd
mieetings. They kave an insatkabie
demnansd for new, sxciting and
exhilnrating experiences with
which te stimulabe execitives ot
wiltinationsl corpacations, [ ]

Focus on Istanbul

Istanbul i ther onby city in the workd which strad-
dles bwo continents - Europe and Asia - and it
can justifiably clalm 16 be a mealing point
botween East and West. It s seeking to put
itself on the map as a destination for confoer-
ancas and incontive trips.

Turkey's grewing reputation as o tourist Raunt
stams partly from ite mix of beaches and his-
toric culture, ltanbul serves a rolo as & cap-
tivating slopping-off point on the Wity o tha
souihern copstad Areoes,

Luxury hotel group Marmara, which aperates
anumber of hotals across Turkey, is on a drive
to attract coarparate visita far mestings, con-
terances and Incentive trips, Al its hotals
have extansive conferance and exhibiion
spaces with taoliities for business people plus
an srray of resources such as gyms, swimming
pools End Saunas.

The Marmara Istanbul, Iocated in the oontral
Tahsim Square on the Eurepean side of 1he city
is cartainly alluring. The hoted has views BONGES
the Bosphorus straits and is convenlantly sit-
uated to eaplore Istanbul’s attrections.

Baris Kaya, marketing manager for Interna-
tional corporate projects at The Marmars Hotols
& Retidenoes, says stanbul is giill a virgin des-
tinatlon fer multinationals. "We roceive sbout
& millon wisitors & year, and 4 or 5 milllon of
thebse come for meetings, Incentives, canber-
ences and exhibitions, stanbul is mally Becom-
ing & congress ¢ily - so much 8o that travel
dgents have complained beoause sometimes
they can't find rooms for lolsure travellars,” e
says. Noxt year the intemational Monetary Fund
hmhmuuhhﬂuindﬂlhﬂn:
an estimated 20,000 people.

Wastern companies are flocking ta the oity to
hefd conforances and offer $talf incontive trips.
ﬂmllﬂlaanu}u:mdunmuhhml
ta Turkey and Marmara is on & drive to attract
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Marmar Istanbul: Lusury confarence destination

mare British visiors. The five-star Marmars
Istanbul hag 377 rooms and extansive busi-
neas facilities and confercnce and meotings
technology, and can host everything from sales
mielings to imternational conferances with up
te 1,000 participants. It has two larga ball
rooms, The Grand Ballreom and the Taksim
Ballroom and & new moating space compris-
ing six smaller moeting resms and & business
canitre. The hotel has hosted conferances, ban-
quets, gales and incentive programmaes.

A1 the Marmara lslanbul, wo have hosted con-
ferences for multinationals such as IBM,
Dangone, Slemens, Coca-Cola and PapaiCo, Wa
can offer top-class conference and maatings
facilities rght In the heart of Istanbul in one of
the city's most luEurious hotels, Then there's
our sistar hatel the Marmara Pera o mile sway
In dewnbown Istenbul which has haated meat=
ings and Incentive trips for Nevartis and Toy-
ota,” saye Kaya.

Marmara also has & venue for parties and meat-
ings; shtuated on the banks of the Bosphorus,
tha straits spliting lstanbul into its European
and Aslan halves. Tha Esma Sultan Is 8 18th
cantury manskon named attor its former owner,
tha daughior of the 32nd Otleman Sultan Abdu-
laziz. It has a garden, accessible by boat, and
two levels, which can be used for dinners and
receptions, hosting up 1o 3,000 people, Kate

—

Moss, Princess Rania of Jordan and Prings
Albart of Monace have hosted parties e
“This city has a lot to offer far incentive trips
and thero are [ots of venues for the moaoting,
inoontive, convention and exhibition (MICE]
segment. Wao've get plenty of shopping and
stunning cullure. You can take a trip to see the
ansiant mosques in the ald city and Hhere s
graat night (e and fantastic art. The Bospho-
rus Sirait is amazing. We compote with desti-
nations such as Prague and Budapest.™
Percoptlens of poar security have detormed vis-
Hers to the city, thewgh the Ilast major bermors
it attack was the bombing of the HEBC building
in 2003, This year, armed gunmen attacked the
US Embassy leaving six dead. That sakd, it iz
comparativaly safe in terms of strest crime.
Kaya says: | balleve Istanbul (5 88 safe as any
athor clty in the world, Terrorism is global new.”
Aceording to the Inlemational Congress & Con-
wantion Association report in 2007, Istanbul
has moved to 19th place in the warld cities
ranking, with 88 meetings hebd. It was 3918
in the year 1868, The ity has a new target of
haing 10 millien wisitors in 2010 up from 5.5
millkon 8t fhee end of 2007,

Analher Marmara hotel is located outside
Antalya on the Meditorranean coast of soull-
wesl Turkey and is ales keon to build s rep-
ulation as a corporate destination, The Marmara
Antalys hés a baliroom measuring BE58q m
witheut oolumne, which fits up 1 1,008 pog=
ple and ks suitable for car shavws. Thore ars five
mrseing rooms up te B0eq m with adjscent pro-
funotion areas and equipped with the latest
technology. The hotel has a privabe natural
beach on the sea and extensive grounds, &
striking featurs |3 the revolving annex, the
vrorld's ondy hotel which tums a Rull 380 degrees
on its feundations allowing all the guests in its
24 reoms to have a view of the sea.
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